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The session Globalisation, cities and their rural territories. Memoirs and projects for the 
future proposed scientific contributions on the relationship between the city and rural 
territories over an extensive period, from antiquity to today. In particular, the links 
between the suburbs and its settlement network were examined, as in every historical 
period they are characterised by the productive use of the extra-urban territory and 
the supervision of places, both through agriculture buildings and the creation of real 
rural agglomerations, analysing what remains of this organisation today. Many agri-
cultural structures were also reconstructed through documentary and cartographic 
sources, which provided information on the territorial distribution of settlements, the 
reconstruction of land use, tree crops and rural agglomerations. The rural landscape 
was investigated by assessing the degree of permanence of the original types in the 
current context and how this anthropised historical landscape that took root over time 
can be destined for recovery or a possible redevelopment.
Divided into two parts, the session began with a presentation by David Arredondo-
Garrido on the historical territory of Vega di Granada, a historical area of enormous 
value both from a productive and a cultural point of view. Over the past 60 years’ 
changes in the economy together with the negligence of local governments and the 
permissiveness with which urban growth has developed in rural areas have profoundly 
changed this landscape. However, the contact spaces, those that embody the city-coun-
try transition, today are the most suitable areas for the revitalisation of this territory in 
the 21st century. Patrizia Montuori presented her research on the Fucino plain, a vast 
unexpected agricultural plain in the mountainous territory of Abruzzo just outside 
Avezzano, the result of a drained lake that dominated Marsica. The area surround-
ing the basin – initially transformed by the Romans in the first century AD and then 
definitively by Alessandro Raffaele Torlonia at the end of the 19th century – and the 
plain itself are among the most unique Italian agricultural landscapes, with numerous 
traces of the transformation from water to land, worthy of being preserved and devel-
oped. The work by Cristina Cassandra Murphy and Carla Brisotto sought to provide 
reflections on the spatial reality of rural areas starting from the thesis that they con-
stitute a neglected component of the urbanisation process. The problem of the sense 
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of conversion of these places was addressed in the case study of the Globe-Miami copper mine 
area established in southern Arizona in 1906. The new economy promoted by the Miami Copper 
Company has started a process of urban development and transport infrastructure, changing the 
area’s spatial and social structure. The recent decline in the mining economy due to the global 
market has further changed the region and left an open question of how to recover a topography 
with centuries of American culture and history rooted on its surface. According to Lefebvre, 
urbanisation involves both cities and countryside to the same extent since both are colonised 
by humanity. However, the inhabitants’ demand for a «right to the city» within the meaning of 
Lefebvre was applied only to the city, disregarding the rural environment. Architects should no 
longer ignore this by contributing to the achievement of the «right to the countryside», which 
supports the spatial recovery of rural settlements in a globalised world. The study adopts an 
ethnographic design approach that assumes the use of urban installations as a study tool for a 
more inclusive rural public space. The «positive, experimental and participatory urban transfor-
mation» in Baltimore and the «talking bench» in the rural border cities of Globe-Miami are the 
two installations that compare and contrast the city with the countryside. For both settings, the 
objectives were to record stories experienced by the inhabitants and observe urban transforma-
tions. The theory based on the results is that installations function successfully when they have 
been developed within the community, embrace interaction, raise awareness of the qualities of 
the place, improve identity and transform the perception of decay into creative energy leading 
to a conscious and independent system. This approach allows us to interpret bottom-up initia-
tives through designs where installations become a filter between users and designers. The act 
of creating spaces for unique events translates into the social initiative of intersection between 
community life and sustainability both in the city and in the countryside. Yet, while in the city 
these activities are expected trends, in the rural setting these events become the focus of a place, 
their positive effect is resilient in the community and reintroduces the place’s necessary sense of 
identity and belonging. 
In the second part, organised chronologically, Vincenzo de Nittis addressed the issue of agricul-
tural villas in Calabria in the late antiquity period as places of production and export to cities 
and to extra-regional markets. In the second century AD cities went through a period of great 
cultural renewal, and agricultural villas with large estates developed in rural areas. Particular 
attention is paid to the Casignana villa (contrada Palazzi) and the Naniglio villa in Gioiosa Jonica 
(contrada Annunziata), built in the territory of the ancient Locri Epizefiri, along the coastal road 
connecting Taranto and Reggio, both with extensive agricultural production and commercial 
exchanges with the cities of the Mediterranean. Elena Trunfio reported on the role of monas-
teries in the feudal reorganisation of Calabria. The monasteries of Norman Calabria represent-
ed the strategic element on which the territorial and administrative reforms initiated by the 
Altavillas were based, launching a far-sighted land reorganisation policy that saw monasticism 
as the operational tool to pursue the control of cities and the countryside. In this sense, religious 
communities would have a primary role in the agricultural exploitation of the territory, shaping 
the Calabrian landscape with abbeys and farms. Mileto Abbey is used an exemplary case of 
the economic control of a vast area. Alessandro Brandino examined the now well-demonstrat-
ed topic of the Sicilian rural landscape affected by an intense settlement policy that took the 
form of multiple nuclei called “rural villages” from the late 1930s to the 1950s, addressing the 
issue of the conception of settlements in Siracusa and analysing evolutionary processes, archi-
tectural, typological and constructive characteristics, framing the subject by drawing on a broad 
range of case studies. Evelyn Messina retraced the controversial events of the Villarosa district 
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competition in Palermo that in the years of the post-war period involved the Banco di Sicilia, 
the most important bank on the island, which needed its own headquarters for offices in the city. 
Following the stages involved in the urban planning and construction of an area of expansion in 
Palermo, the report emphasised the methods used to expropriate a suburban area, hitherto rural 
and peripheral, whose location, consistent with the city’s direction of expansion, would be the 
subject of building development and speculation. Finally, Federico Fazio investigated the issue of 
mutual relations – modified over time – between the complex system of so-called “return” tuna 
fisheries along the coast of south-eastern Sicily located in the coastal strip between Siracusa and 
Portopalo di Capopassero and the transformations of neighbouring suburban areas and the sur-
rounding agricultural territory. In the promontory of Capo Santa Panagia northwest of Siracusa, 
the integrity of the ancient traditional inland agricultural system that harmoniously coexisted 
with fishing and fish processing concentrated on the coast has been under a dual threat since 
the 1950s, which strongly affects the vulnerability of this territory. The diversion of the natural 
route of tuna caused by the environmental alterations of the petrochemical industrialisation of 
the Siracusa-Augusta coastline has led to the abandonment of canning and the redevelopment 
of the factory, starting a process of discontinuous and illegal residential urbanisation. The case 
of the village of Marina di Avola focused on the tuna fishery complex built at the end of the 19th 
century is an example of private entrepreneurial activity that, due to a series of socio-economic 
conditions and competition from similar surrounding production settlements, suffered a decline 
in production that resulted in the abandonment of the area, which only recently was redeveloped 
for tourist use. Subsequent cases included Borgo di Marzanemi and Portopalo di Capopassero, 
both areas having large, abandoned structures – some incorporated into the urban fabric, others 
in a marginal position – with no local strategies for leveraging the coastal area and the natural 
riches of the nearby rural areas and landscapes.
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