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The link between imagination, forms, spaces, and anthropological, ideological, 
social, psychological, and formative contexts inevitably draws us to reflect on the 
importance of images in our cultural universe: the evident power of symbolic 
language in social life lends extreme importance and urgency to the development of 
diverse and multidisciplinary lines of inquiry into the role of the imaginal, especially 
in the processes underpinning the construction of subjects and their relationships 
with places.

Attending to images does not solely mean examining them within the vast and 
complex universe of reception processes that raise iconological, sociological, 
psychoanalytical, mass media, pedagogical, or anthropological questions: the 
imaginal is the area of the human experience where acts of reception converge with 
acts of generation. 

Aesthetic and visual creativity underpins relational experience, facilitates the 
production of knowledge and interdisciplinary processes, and both organizes and 
orients methods of thinking about, designing, and enjoying the world.

The organizers of this conference – in keeping with their own dual scientific 
interests have issued a wide-ranging call for papers that is open to cross-
contamination and interdisciplinarity, with a view to generating dialogue and 
exchange among disciplines that bring different approaches to bear upon the 
imaginal.

CALL FOR PAPERS

IMAGE
LEARNING



9

Il legame che esiste tra immaginazione, forme, spazi, contesti antropologici, 
ideologici, sociali, psicologici e formativi non può non provocare riflessioni 
sull’importanza delle immagini nel nostro universo culturale: l’evidente potere del 
linguaggio simbolico nella vita sociale conferisce estrema attualità e urgenza ad 
uno studio multiforme e multidisciplinare che metta a tema il ruolo dell’immagine 
all’interno dei processi di costruzione del soggetto e della sua relazione con i luoghi.

Rivolgere attenzione all’immagine non intende considerarla unicamente all’interno 
di quel vasto e complesso universo di processi di ricezione che pone il mondo 
imagetico all’interno di problematiche iconologiche, sociologiche, psicanalitiche, 
massmediatiche, pedagogiche, antropologiche: l’immagine è quel territorio 
dell’esperienza umana in cui confluiscono gesti di ricezione così come di 
generazione. 

La creatività estetica e visuale permette il vissuto della relazione, apre il campo alla 
produzione della conoscenza, ai processi interdisciplinari, consente di strutturare ed 
orientare metodologie di pensiero, di progettazione, di fruizione del mondo.

Con l’intento di far dialogare discipline che a diverso titolo si confrontano con il 
mondo delle immagini, si propone una call estremamente ampia e aperta alla 
contaminazione ed all’interdisciplinarietà, a partire dalla doppia anima del gruppo 
promotore del convegno.

IMAGE
LEARNING
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TOPICS
The focus of the call for papers are illustrated below through some 
topics that can suggest the areas of interest of the conference, 
giving authors the opportunity to recombine freely the hashtags 
and leaving wide space for interpretation, so as to encourage 
the presentation of research topics uncommon or so far little 
investigated.

I focus della call forpapers vengono illustrati di seguito attraverso 
alcuni macro-temi che hanno lo scopo di suggerire gli ambiti 
di interesse del convegno dando agli autori la possibilità di 
coniugare liberamente gli argomenti, lasciando ampio spazio di 
interpretazione, così da favorire la presentazione di temi di ricerca 
eventualmente poco investigati. 

-Bioimages Learning
-Cultural Analytics Learning
-Graphic Images Learning
-Images Based Education
-Images and Crisis Learning
-Images and Society Learning
-Inclusive Images Learning
-Intercultural Images Learning
-Knowledge Images Learning
-Narrative and Storytelling learning
-Pictorial Images Learning
-Spatial Images Learning
-Visual Simulation & Modeling Learning
-Visual Based Research Methods
-Visual Studies 
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The power of the image in the comics 
culture.
Two examples applied to architectural 
themes

Abstract
Three references for research: McCay (1905), 
the first draftsman to introduce real-world 
architecture into the “bande dessinée” Mc-
Luhan (1977), in “Understanding media” de-
fines the centrality of art in the influence of 
contemporary aesthetics; McCloud (1993), in 
“Understanding comics” gives us the defi-
nition of what for him is the art of comics: 
“images and other figures juxtaposed in a 
deliberate sequence, with the aim of com-
municating information and / or producing 
an aesthetic reaction in the reader”.
On comics, defined in 1964 by the critic 
Claude Beylie as the ninth form of art, inter-
pretative scenarios and scientific investiga-
tion have opened up related to the fields of 
semiotics and philosophy of language, lead-
ing to a redefinition of the means of mass 
communication, according to an “intellectu-
al” dimension of the medium. Umberto Eco 
himself introduced in the 60s the study of this 
new form of art within university contexts, 
testifying, if needed, its cultural importance.
The essay will therefore deal with two graph-
ic and thematic experiments developed with-
in the courses of Multimedia Representation 
of Architecture, demonstrating the adapt-
ability of the ninth art to the different disci-
plinary areas proposed. On the one hand, the 
comic language is used to understand the 
constructive, technological and ergonomic 
aspects of the “tiny houses”, small prefabri-
cated houses on wheels (Agostino Urso). On 
the other hand, comics are used for a his-
toriographical and stratigraphic reading of 
both the city and the architecture of Reggio 
Calabria at the turn of the 1908 earthquake 
(Francesco De Lorenzo).

Keywords 
graphic image learning, comic, architecture, 
tiny house, cultural heritage
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